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SG VOTING STARTS TODAY
Starting today, students across all three campuses of the University of South Florida system
will cast their votes for one of four tickets running to be the first president and vice
president of a consolidated Student Government.

By Carrie Pinkard
clarice2@mail.usf.edu

O

ne ticket is
advocating for
Student Governmentsubsidized housing.
One is calling for improved
mental health services across
the university system.
One wants to establish
what it calls a “firstgeneration college student
transition program.”
Another wants to
launch an inter-campus bus
transportation system.
All four are seeking your
vote this week to become
the first student body
president of a consolidated
University of South Florida.
The tickets are:
• Siblings Kuchari and
Hyelampa Thlala
Kolo. Kuchari is a
junior quantitative
economics major, and
her brother, Hyelampa,
is a freshman majoring
in computer science.
• Claire Mitchell, a
biomedical science and
international studies

THOMAS IACOBUCCI | THE CROW’S NEST

Four sets of presidential and vice presidential candidates debate in the Oval Theater at the
Marshall Student Center on the Tampa campus Feb. 24. From top left, clockwise: Trevor
Martindale and Darnell Henderson; Claire Mitchell and Gustavo Spangher; Peter Radulovic
and Thomas Knudsen; Kuchari and Hyelampa Thlala Kolo.

What’s on the ballot?
W
By The Crow’s Nest Staff

hen Student
Government
elections begin
Monday, voters will face an
array of choices the campus
has never seen before.
Gone are the offices of
St. Petersburg president
and vice president –
replaced by less influential
jobs called governor and
lieutenant governor.
Gone is the St. Petersburg
student senate – replaced
by a much smaller campus
council with less clout.
For the first time, St.
Petersburg students will
join students in Tampa
and Sarasota-Manatee
to elect a president and
vice president who will
serve all three campuses.
They will also elect some
members of a 60-member,
system-wide senate.
The huge changes
come because the three

campuses of the USF system
are being consolidated
into one on July 1.
In St. Petersburg, a campus
where SG elections have long
been marked by low turnouts,
the changes seem likely to
prompt confusion and –
perhaps – further apathy.
The online poll, https://
eballot4.votenet.com/usf/
casLogin.cfm, will activate
at 9 a.m. on Monday and
be available until midnight
on Thursday. Sign-in is
required with your USF
NetID and password.
Students can also vote
in person from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. Monday through
Thursday at tables in the
University Student Center
and Nelson Poynter
Memorial Library.

There are no websites
with information about the
candidates for system-wide
president and vice president,
the system-wide senate, and
the St. Petersburg governor,

lieutenant governor and sixmember campus council.
In fact, only one student
qualified to run for St.
Petersburg’s campus council
and only six students qualified
to run for the nine seats that
St. Petersburg will get in
the system-wide senate.
That means there
will have to be a special
election this summer to
fill those vacancies.
The Tampa campus
(42,532 students in fall
2019) is much bigger than
St. Petersburg (4,328) and
Sarasota-Manatee (1,848).
So its SG members will
have an outsized say in how
things are run and how the
revenue from student fees
is allocated to organizations
on the three campuses.
However, student fee
revenue from St. Petersburg
students will only be spent
on organizations, entities
and initiatives on the St.
>> SEE BALLOT on P2

double major, and Gustavo
Spangher, a sophomore
accounting major.
• Trevor Martindale, a
sophomore political
science major, with
running mate Darnell
Henderson, a junior
graphic design major.
• Peter Radulovic, a double
major in biomedical and
political science, and
Thomas Knudsen, a civil
engineering major.
According to the Student
Government constitution, the
president’s responsibilities
will include nominating and
appointing justices to the SG
supreme court; overseeing
all Student Government
agencies; and signing off on
all constitutional amendments
passed by the 60-member
system-wide senate.
Those sweeping powers
will probably come with
a big salary, but the figure
has not yet been decided.
(See story below).
This year, the student
body president on the St.
>> SEE VOTING on P2

SG proposes cuts
to its own budget
By Katlynn Mullins
katlynnm@mail.usf.edu

W

ith the first
consolidated Student
Government election
underway, SG leaders across
all three USF campuses are
still figuring out how they will
fund the new, unified entity.
But St. Petersburg’s
SG is already planning for
widespread cuts, although the
size of the cuts are bound to
change as the budget moves
through the approval process.
Last year, SG allocated
itself a total of $209,845 for
operations and salaries —
$115,167 from student fee
revenue and $94,678 from
leftover reserves, according to
Bob Herron, assistant director
of student government advising,
training and operations.
With almost all of the
reserves depleted, they
are no longer a substantial
source of funding.
This year, SG’s budget
request has declined to

$142,464 — a 32 percent
decrease when accounting
for the funds no longer
available from the reserves.
Compounding the problem is
the fact that student fee revenue
projections for this campus
have not yet been provided
by university administration,
which expects a decline in
enrollment next year.
According to SG statutes,
the student body president was
required to request the revenue
projections in the last week of
January. But the projections
likely won’t be available until
mid- to late March, according
to Dwayne Isaacs, director of
Student Life and Engagement.
And although St.
Petersburg’s SG plans to
increase its number of paid
employees, that number
is still only an “educated
guess,” Isaacs said.
“None of the USF SG
system leaders know exactly
how they will compensate all
>> SEE CUTS on P3

2 March 2, 2020

THE C ROW ’S NE ST

VOTING, continued from P1
Petersburg campus earns
$10,968.75 annually, and
the vice president, $8,325.
The Oracle, USF Tampa’s
student newspaper, could
not provide the salaries
of Tampa’s student body
president and vice president.
After a few withdrawals
from the race and rearranging
of tickets, the candidates
took to the stage for the
first and only presidential
debate on Feb. 24.
They spoke to a crowd of
about 75 in the Oval Theater
at the Marshall Student
Center in Tampa, hoping
to prove that they were the
right ones to represent more
than 48,000 USF students.
The debate was moderated
by the three incumbent
student body presidents
from each campus: Tampa’s
Britney Deas, St. Petersburg’s
Jazzy Duarte, and SarasotaManatee’s Isabelle Starner.
As St. Petersburg
students, Martindale and
Henderson were the only
ticket not from USF Tampa.
In a debate that centered
around consolidation, this
distinction stood out.
“We think we can
provide a unique perspective
in this consolidated
system,” Martindale said.
“I have personally sat
on consolidation statutes
committees and consolidation
constitution committees, and
I am very familiar with the
consolidation process.”
Martindale and Henderson
are running on a “4 All”
platform. The play on words
represents how the duo plans
to work for all of USF. The
four pillars of their platform
are students, the environment,
health, and consolidation.
Martindale and
Henderson’s origins from
the St. Petersburg campus
made them a minority
group on stage, but Kuchari
and Hyelampa Thala Kolo
represented another minority
group: international students.
The Kolo siblings are
from Nigeria, and they’re
running on a platform that
focuses on inclusion.
“USF is very rich in
different students and
has a large international
population,” Kuchari
Kolo said. “Being able

to harness that power of
international connections
would be a great benefit to
the university as a whole.”
Another unique part of
the Kolo platform is the idea
of Student Governmentsubsidized housing.
“The role of a government
is to make people’s lives
easier,” Kuchari said. “As
a Student Government, we
want to subsidize student
housing. The rent rate is
always increasing, and it
would really help to have a
stable, long-term rent rate.”
Many of the candidates
spoke about the importance
of maintaining the individual
identities of each campus
after consolidation.
Radulovic, an SG senator

“We’re not here to
separate groups, but
combine (them) into one.”
Henderson, who
serves as SG’s design and
marketing director on the
St. Petersburg campus, also
echoed the importance of
diversity and inclusion.
“In the fall semester
of 2019, we only had five
(first-time-in-college) black
students admitted to our
campus, and that’s something
that we need to immediately
resolve,” Henderson said.
One of the pillars of
the Martindale/Henderson
campaign is to establish what
the candidates call a “firstgeneration college student
transition program.” This
program would admit first-

much time the counselors
have and how many students
they can take in,” Michell
said. “I just want to make
sure that all campuses have
the opportunity to have
that large wellness center
in order to have access to
mental health services.”
Mitchell said she also
wants to promote inclusivity
for minority groups across
all the campuses.
“I think the first step is to
listen to these groups and hear
their suggestions,” Mitchell
said. “I believe the LGBT
community, as well as others,
need a larger representation
as far as the resources
that are there for them.

generation college students
into a six-week summer
acclimation program to get
them comfortable on campus.
All of the candidates
emphasized how they
want to make each of the
campuses feel included
under a consolidated USF,
but not all of them had
visited all three campuses.
Kuchari Kolo said she
will dedicate the fall and
spring semesters of next year
to visit the St. Petersburg
and Sarasota campuses. She
said she and her brother
would be traveling among
the campuses because
in-person conversations
“hold more weight.”

Martindale said serving
on consolidation committees
has given him the chance to
go to all three campuses and
meet Student Government
officials from each of them.
“I’ve been able to work
with Student Governments
in Tampa and Sarasota,”
Martindale said. “I’ve been
able to meet and talk with
them and understand the bill
that makes up their Student
Governments. I think that’s
very important because the
system president will be
working with other Student
Governments, so knowing
them and knowing their
names is very important.”
Radulovic said he splits
his time between the Tampa
and Sarasota campuses but
doesn’t have much experience
in St. Pete. He said he
wants to “bring local issues
to a federal platform.”
Spangher acknowledged
that “I’ve never been
to the Sarasota or St.
Pete campuses.”
Spangher said, if elected,
he and Mitchell plan to take
a “listening tour” — similar
to USF system President
Steve Currall’s — so they
can hear the needs of students
from the three cities.
Whoever is elected
president this year is taking
on triple the campuses and
triple the responsibility of
any previous SG president.
Candidates are hoping
that the significance will
drive students to the polls.
But USF’s voter turnout
has been historically low
across the system.
Last year, 3,677 voters
turned out for USF Tampa’s
spring SG elections. That’s
approximately 8 percent of
the student population.
In St. Petersburg’s spring
SG elections, only 574
of 4,908 eligible students
voted, or about 12 percent.
Voting opens for USF
students on Monday, March 2,
and closes Thursday, March
5. On-campus polls are open
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., but
students unable to make it
to campus can vote online
at https://eballot4.votenet.
com/usf/casLogin.cfm.

all campus-specific.”
Candidates for St.
Petersburg’s campus council
and St. Petersburg’s seats
on the system-wide senate
need a minimum of 25 votes
to be elected, said Maria
Starr, supervisor of elections
in St. Petersburg’s SG.
Two St. Petersburg
candidates are running for
two positions. Jonathon
Hatzistefanou is a
candidate for both governor
and senator, and Eran

Fruehauf is a candidate for
both senator and campus
council representative.
If they are elected to
both positions, they would
take the higher one.
Also on the ballot are
two referendum questions.
In the first, voters are
asked if they want to renew
the Student Green Energy
Fund, which uses revenue
from a student fee of $1 per
credit hour for “investing in
alternative energy, reducing

waste and improving
conservation on campus.”
(See story, page 3).
In the second, voters are
asked to pick between two
designs for USF’s 20202021 “OUR shirt,” which
students and fans can wear
at university athletic events.
The two designs can be
seen on online ballots and
this website: https://www.
usf.edu/student-affairs/
student-government/
services/our-shirt.aspx.

THOMAS IACOBUCCI | THE CROW’S NEST

The Feb. 25 debate was moderated by the three current USF presidents, Britney Deas from
Tampa, Jazzy Duarte from St. Petersburg, and Isabelle Starner from Sarasota. Questions
focused on candidates’ views on consolidation, collaboration and student life.

on the Tampa campus, said
that if elected, he wants to see
the three campuses making
a lot of their own decisions.
“In my opinion, we should
enumerate as many powers
as possible to the local
campuses and keep the power
close to your home campus,”
Radulovic said. “I don’t
think that one campus on the
other side of Florida should
be telling you what to do.”
Radulovic also pointed
out that while each campus
should retain much of its
autonomy, the campuses
should share the amenities
and perks they each offer.
One of his initiatives
calls for creating a bus
transportation system that

BALLOT, continued from P1
Petersburg campus — though
all of those services will
be available to students
on all three campuses,
according to Bob Herron,
assistant director of Student
Government advising,
training and operations.
In the senate, each campus
is guaranteed five seats, with
the remainder determined
by student population. That
means, at least initially, that
Tampa will get 44 of the 60
seats; St. Petersburg, nine;

would allow students to travel
among the three campuses.
“We want students to
be able to move between
campuses more readily and
more easily so that we can
use each other’s resources
but not infringe on each
other,” Radulovic said.
Mitchell, another SG
senator on the Tampa
campus, said she is excited
about consolidation and
the opportunities it will
bring to students.
She said she sees mental
health services growing
on the Tampa campus and
wants to be sure those
services spread to the
branch campuses as well.
“I know lots of times it can
be limited in terms of how

and Sarasota-Manatee, seven.
Students can vote for
only senate candidates
from their own campus.
“The only race everyone
(on all three campuses)
votes for is the President/
VP race,” Bob Herron, the
assistant director of student
government advising,
training and operations in St.
Petersburg, said in an email.
“The Governor/
LT Governor; Senator;
(campus) Council races are

Correction

A story in the Feb. 24 issue of The Crow’s Nest misspelled the first name of a USF St. Petersburg gubernatorial candidate. His name is Jonathon Hatzistefanou.
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SGEF referendum:
What does it mean?
By James Bennett III
jamesbennett@mail.usf.edu

D

uring the first
consolidated Student
Government election
March 2 through 5, USF St.
Petersburg students will be
asked whether they would like
to continue funding the Student
Green Energy Fund.
Since the fund was
approved by USF’s Board of
Trustees and the Florida Board
of Governors in 2011, it has
cost students $1 per credit hour.
USF St. Petersburg students
vote to continue funding
SGEF every three years, in
accordance with the bylaws
that control the fund. According
to SGEF’s website, the last
referendum was passed in 2017
with 88 percent approval.
The referendum needs a
majority approval to pass.
Emma Jacobs, Chair of the
SGEF committee that allocates
money from the fund, equated
SGEF to the student body’s
“wallet” for sustainability
projects.
For example, money
allocated from SGEF helped
install some of the campus’
water bottle refilling stations,
which, according to Jacobs,
have diverted approximately
528,000 plastic bottles from
landfills.
SGEF also paid for The
Reef’s biodigester, which
reduces the campus’ food waste
impact.
Although St. Petersburg
students have never voted to
end SGEF, and the organization
says it does not receive many
complaints, Jacobs said she
doesn’t want to get “too
comfortable.”
“We’re not assuming that it’s
going to pass,” Jacobs said.
“I also see the value
and opportunity to spread
awareness about SGEF through
our campaign, and we want to
take the opportunity to do so.”

Other than encouraging
students to “vote yes for
SGEF” on social media, Jacobs
plans on setting up a table on
the University Student Center’s
east patio from 2 to 5 p.m. on
March 2.
“We are here for the
students. We’re representing
student interests,” Jacobs said.
“Students are paying money
to us, so we want to hear their
voice, their concerns.
“If they don’t want to be
paying this money, we want
to know why — we want to
know what they want to see
from our campus in terms of
sustainability.”
Students don’t need to be
on the SGEF committee to
propose new projects; they
can pitch them to Jacobs at
sgefchairusfsp@gmail.com
and discuss the feasibility of
their idea, then attend a SGEF
meeting for the committee’s
feedback.
The organization meets
every other Tuesday from 3 to
4 p.m. in the USC Coral Room.
However, the next meeting will
be on Wednesday, March 11.
The St. Petersburg campus
has autonomy over its own
SGEF — only students,
faculty and staff from the St.
Petersburg campus are able to
join the committee.
To become a member of the
SGEF committee, applicants
are interviewed by SGEF
and then voted in by the
committee’s current members.
Afterward, the applicant must
be voted in by the Student
Government senate at a general
assembly meeting.
Although SG members
discussed adding a referendum
on the ballot that would
propose a system-wide SGEF
after consolidation, Jacobs said
the St. Petersburg and Tampa
SGEFs will remain separate.
USF Sarasota-Manatee does not
have a SGEF.

THE C ROW ’S NE ST

What the ballot
will look like
Name: _______________________ NetID: ____________________Date: _________________

eBall t STUDENT GOVERNMENT GENERAL ELECTION ST. PETERSBURG BALLOT 2020
March 2/28/2020

Please select the USF System President and Vice President Ticket of your choice.
•
•
•
•
•

Trevor Martindale and Darnell Henderson
Claire Mitchell and Gustavo Derigge Spangher
Kuchari Thlala Kolo and Hyelampa Thlala Kolo
Peter Radulovic and Thomas Clint Knudsen
I choose not to answer

Please select the Governor and Lt. Governor of your choice.
•
•
•

Andrea Rodriguez Campos and Isaiah Castle
Jonathon Hatzistefanou and Veronica Jimenez
I choose not to answer

Please select up to 6 senators of your choice.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Jonathon Hatzistefanou
Veronica Jimenez
Eran Fruehauf
Yelizza’s Mercedes
Michael Johnson
Emily Maronie
I choose not to answer

Please select up to 1 Council Representatives of your choice.
•
•

Eran Fruehauf
I choose not to answer

The Student Green Energy Fund (SGEF) is used to assist USF St. Petersburg in reducing
greenhouse gas emissions, improving energy efficiency and meeting goals of the university’s

CUTS, continued from P1
of their leaders,” Isaacs wrote
in an email to The Crow’s Nest
on the morning of Feb. 28.
The task force responsible
for outlining the budget
process for a consolidated SG
met on the evening of Feb.
28, but Isaacs and SG leaders
did not respond to an email
from The Crow’s Nest seeking
details from the meeting.
Chief Legal Officer
Trevor Martindale told The
Crow’s Nest on Feb. 25 that
he expects the process to be
finalized “within the month.”
Because enrollment is
declining, SG has asked
each organization on the St.
Petersburg campus that gets
student fee revenue to cut its
annual request by at least 10
percent. Those organizations
include SG, Campus Recreation,
the Office of Multicultural
Affairs, the Office of Leadership
and Student Organizations,
Harborside Activities Board
and The Crow’s Nest.
SG Vice President
Hannah Rose Wanless and

Chief Financial Officer
Brandon Castle presented
SG’s budget proposal to
the senate appropriations
committee on Feb. 26.
Among the proposed cuts
to operating expenses are:
$5,000 from the Clean
Energy Resource and
Conservation Commission.
$2,200 from travel expenses.
$4,400 from Day at the
Capitol and related expenses.
$500 from promotional
items, including T-shirts
and lanyards.
$500 from the
spring banquet.
$400 from the SG retreat.
Cut entirely were the
annual Good Vibes Only
music festival; athletic buses
that took students to sporting
events on the Tampa campus;
postage; and SG staff shirts.
That money was instead
shifted to other expenses, such
as “special funding” for student
clubs and organizations, free
printing and SG office supplies.
Cuts to SG salaries

included decreasing the
CFO’s weekly hours from
15 to 10 and defunding the
deputy attorney general.
SG’s total salary proposal
is $61,950 — a 12.4 percent
decrease from last year’s
$70,704.75, despite the increase
in total members who may
be paid an annual salary.
Under SG statutes, the
final budget must be approved
by the senate before it goes
to the student body president
for approval. After that,
it has to be approved by
university administration.
If the bill is vetoed at any
time, it will be sent back to
the senate for revisions.
Proposed salaries and
new positions
Under consolidation, the
student body president and
vice president will become
system-wide posts. The
salaries for those positions
have not yet been proposed.
There will also be a
60-member system-wide senate,

with 44 members from Tampa,
nine from St. Petersburg and
seven from Sarasota-Manatee.
Meanwhile, each of the
campuses will have a governor
and lieutenant governor, as
well as a campus council
that essentially replaces the
senate on each campus.
Now, St. Petersburg’s
senators are not paid unless
they serve as a committee
chair. Tampa’s senators are
paid, but their salaries were
not immediately available.
“We may need to look at
paying our senators to make
it equitable across all three
campuses,” Isaacs said. “But
that will require some thought
and deep discussion.”
Here are the proposed
salaries for St. Petersburg
SG members:
Governor: $7,800
Lieutenant governor: $5,550
Chief of staff: $2,800
Chief financial
officer: $3,325
Attorney general: $1,284

Director of communications
and graphic design: $2,054
Director of Student
Government relations: $2,054
Director of events: $3,253
Director of sustainable
initiatives: $2,054
Elections Rules
Commission: $1,780
System-wide senate
Nine senators: $2,100 each
Campus council
Eight campus council
members: $770 each. (The
consolidated SG structure
actually calls for six council
representatives for each campus,
plus a deputy financial officer,
deputy attorney and deputy
public defender who are
appointed by the governor and
confirmed by the council.)
System-wide judicial branch
Two associate
justices: $1,313 each
Campus circuit courts
Three justices: $770 each,
although the consolidated SG
structure calls for five justices
on each campus circuit court.
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Locals promote self-love and
positivity, one book at a time
By Decker Lavely
Contributor

I

nside the Well for Life
in south St. Petersburg,
children can flip a
page to an exploration of
culture and self-love.
Stories centered on
Cuban poet José Martí,
the historic Congo Square
in New Orleans and a
grandfather teaching tai
chi sit among others on the
lobby shelves of Cultured
Books, a pop-up children’s
bookstore at 833 22nd St. S.
The owner, Lorielle
Hollaway, is dedicated
to empowering children
by highlighting culturally
inclusive literature.
Cultured Books provides
a space in which children
of color see themselves
reflected through text
and other art forms.
Hollaway, 29, founded
Cultured Books after
taking an “eye-opening”
anthropology course at
Hillsborough Community
College. After conducting
field research and studies
focused on activism,
she wanted to leave her
mark in the community.
Since Hollaway grew up
an avid reader, she decided
her part would be teaching
children self-love through
inspiring representations of
diverse cultures in literature.
“Spreading self-love is
so important because, in our
society, it’s almost shameful
to love yourself,” Hollaway
said. “It’s important for
kids to know that it’s
okay to love themselves,
whoever and however
they are, or whatever
situation they’re in.”
Hollaway sold her first
book in 2017 at the Soul
on the Deuces Festival. A
year later, she was invited
to bring her business
to the Well for Life, a
collaboration of community
organizations aiming to
provide a “healing space.”
Recently, Cultured
Books collaborated with
the WORD! (Women
Organizing Real
Discussions) Initiative
and Keep St. Pete Lit, a
nonprofit working to grow
St. Petersburg’s literary
community, to establish
a free book exchange.
WORD! Book Boxes
are donated newspaper
vending machines
repurposed as homes
to multicultural books
for children and youth
in south St. Petersburg.
They were created in an
effort to improve literacy

COURTESY OF NINA GRACE OF GRACE STUDIO

Lorielle Hollaway, owner of Cultured Books, shares multicultural stories with children in
St. Petersburg.

COURTESY OF NINA GRACE OF GRACE STUDIO

Cultured Books, the WORD! Initiative and Keep St. Pete Lit are introducing WORD! Book
Boxes into south St. Petersburg neighbourhoods on National Read Across America Day.

rates and spread a love for
reading within children
in south St. Petersburg.
The project also aims
to make books with
positive portrayals of
people of color accessible
while encouraging
high self-esteem.
To guarantee
accessibility, WORD!
Book Boxes allow readers
to take books without
having to donate others in
exchange. The literature
is set to be restocked
frequently and specially
selected for elementary and
middle school students.
Hollaway’s role is
to curate each book
box to ensure the texts
are culturally relevant
and accurate.
“Having these books
curated by Lorielle was
a great way to make
sure these children see
themselves,” said Leigh
Davis, co-founder of the
WORD! Initiative.
On March 2, in
celebration of National
Read Across America
Day, the four boxes,
painted by local artist
ZuluPainter, will officially
join the community.
The boxes will be
placed at Childs Park
Recreation Center, Jordan
Park Apartments, Thomas
Jackson Recreation Center
and the Community Health
Centers of Pinellas at
Johnnie Ruth Clarke.
“If we can just show
(children of color) some
books about them that are
positive, then maybe that
will help with reading
success and also just
an interest in reading,”
Hollaway said.
As further promotion
of cultural exploration,
Cultured Books also
presents an International
Children’s Film Series at
the historic Royal Theatre.
Every second Saturday, a
global film is shown and
paired with a book reading
and a meal related to the
story as a continuation
of the bookstore’s goal
to teach all children the
value of diversity.
Cultured Books is open
every Sunday from 1 to
4 p.m. Those interested
in making a monetary
or literary donation
to the WORD! Book
Boxes can visit Cultured
Books or email Lorielle
Hollaway at stpetereads@
culturedbooks.com.
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A battle of the stanzas: High school
students compete for state poetry prize
By Dylan Hart
dhart4@mail.usf.edu

T

here was no thunderous
fanfare when Zhaedyn
Hodge Sigars
conquered the Florida stage
for the second time. His
teacher, Casey Curry, did not
pull off her glasses and sob
with joyful tears like last year.
And yet, it was a
moment of catharsis for
Zhaedyn, who smiled thinly
at the announcement.
“I didn’t feel nervous. I
felt calm with it,” said the
17-year-old Howard W.
Blake High School senior.
“I just felt like I needed to
succeed again in order to
showcase what I believe is
the value of this and how
seriously I take this art form.”
Back-to-back winner
Zhaedyn, along with 37
other high school students
from across the state, recited
three poems for judges at
the Poetry Out Loud Florida
Finals in the University
Student Center ballroom on
Feb. 29 in a bid to become
Florida’s champion.
Zhaedyn received a cash
prize of $500, as well as $500
for his school’s library to
spend on poetry materials. But
most of all, Zhaedyn won an
all-expense-paid trip back to
Washington, D.C., in April to
compete for the title of Poetry
Out Loud National Champion
and a $20,000 scholarship.
For the first four hours,
students took turns in
alphabetical order reciting
poems to the best of their
ability. They were scored
on physical presence,
voice and articulation,
dramatic appropriateness,
evidence of understanding,
overall performance and
accuracy, with special
consideration given to the
latter two categories.
Over-the-top enthusiasm
or boisterous movements
may seem intuitive, but
Poetry Out Loud emphasizes
proper dynamics, where
emotion and intensity are
not used as a crutch to grab
listeners but instead to fit
the message of the poem.
Although students had
to best their whole school
to attend, there was a
considerable range of grade
levels at the state competition,
with the youngest being
an eighth-grade student
taking high school classes.
There was no shortage of
poetry types, either. Some
opted for classics from poets
like Robert Frost or Emily
Dickinson — whom one
student called “the original
literary emo girl” — while
others picked modern pieces,
like “Cartoon Physics,
Part 1,” by Nick Flynn
or “End of Days Advice
from an Ex-Zombie,” by
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Winner Zhaedyn Hodge Sigars (center) poses with Florida Humanities’ Alex Buell and Steve Seibert. The senior from
Howard W. Blake High School in Tampa won the championship again after taking home the title last year.

Michael Derrick Hudson.
Judges for the event
included poets Silvia Curbelo
and Dennis Rodney Jr.,
Eckerd College professor
Gloria Muñoz, retired
Florida Humanities staff
member Ann Schoenacher
and St. Petersburg Poet
Laureate Helen Wallace.
The goal of the
competition, beyond selecting
a winner, is to help students
“master public speaking
skills, build self-confidence,
and learn about literary
history and contemporary
life,” according to its website.
In front of about 100
attendees — many of them
parents or teachers of
competitors from as far as
Miami — Zhaedyn recited
three poems with which he
had a personal connection.
The poems were
“Invictus,” by William Ernest
Henley, which he selected
for Henley’s story of being
driven by a higher power;
“The People, Yes,” by Carl
Sandburg, because of his
admiration for Abraham
Lincoln, whom he called
his “favorite person;” and
“Momma Said,” by Calvin
Forbes, which highlights
themes he considers
important to his life.
After almost four hours of
recitations, judges selected
10 finalists to continue to
the third round. Suddenly,
with the departure of 27
students and at least as many
chaperones, the crowd was
thinned. Zhaedyn, dressed in
all black, stood out as the only
male among the final ten.
From their cumulative
scores in all three rounds,
judges selected Ava Johnson
— a senior at Pembroke
Pines Charter High School

— and Kinsey Campbell — a
junior at The First Academy
in Orlando — as second
and third place winners.
Johnson won $200 and a
$300 school library stipend,
while Campbell won $100.
For all three students,
the competition and
its preparation was an
opportunity to dive into
the art form and connect
with poems that they might
not have otherwise.
Johnson recalled hating
poetry when she was younger
because she “was scared of
it” — but a year in school
going in-depth on the work
of Frost helped her learn
to love the medium.
She said she had never
connected with a recitation
as much as her first poem
from the competition, Randall
Mann’s “The Mortician in
San Francisco,” a reflection
on the assassination of openly
gay politician Harvey Milk
and subsequent convictions.
“I think it’s important
that, through poetry, we tell
the stories of people who
cannot,” Johnson said.
An important part of the
competition is interpretation.
Since there’s no restriction
on students picking the same
poem, several pieces were
recited more than once.
Johnson — whose third
poem, “Dream Song 14,”
by John Berryman, was
also recited by another
student — was surprised
by how much a different
interpretation changed her
understanding of the poem.
“To see that recitation
after I had spent months
on the recitation thinking
it was this way, seeing
someone go up and perform
it entirely differently was

fantastic to see,” she said.
This year, Zhaedyn
hopes to bring everything he
learned from the previous
national competition with
him in order to win it all.
His biggest lesson: learning
“to be passionate without
being angry,” he said.
Regardless of his
ranking in D.C., Zhaedyn
is publishing a book of
poetry that is expected to
be released just before the
national competition. Next
year, he hopes to attend

college and eventually
obtain a Master of Fine Arts
degree to teach poetry.
“A lot of people hate
poetry because they have
teachers who tell them,
‘Here, read this,’ and then
they give them some cookie
cutter explanation for it,
but poetry is so much more
than just poetry,” he said.
“There’s so much poetry
in everything we do. Poetry
moves in everything.
Poetry has done so much
for this country.”
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Editorial: Vote St. Pete in SG
presidential elections
W
By The Crow’s Nest Staff
hen you cast your
vote this week for
the first president and
vice president of a consolidated
Student Government,
there’s only one ticket that
fully understands what’s at
stake for the smaller branch
campuses after consolidation
takes effect July 1.
Trevor Martindale and
Darnell Henderson’s “4
All” campaign encompasses
the specific needs of
both our campus and a
consolidated university.
In fact, they’ve already
been endorsed on social
media by USF SarasotaManatee’s sole ticket for
governor and lieutenant
governor, Josh Ghansiam and
Melisa Escobar. On Sunday,
the Hatzistefanou-Jimenez
gubernatorial ticket for St.
Petersburg also endorsed
Martindale and Henderson.
Of course, we wouldn’t
know that if it weren’t
for the duo’s exhaustive
efforts to campaign across
all three campuses.
A successful consolidated
Student Government election
requires a consolidated
effort to inform students
about what’s at stake —
especially since USF Tampa
and USF St. Petersburg
consistently struggle with
poor voter turnout.
SG leaders on the three
campuses have done little to
educate students on the new
ballot, the big changes and
the sweeping implications for
their campuses. Not one of the
three Student Governments
has a website that even lists
the candidates for office.
Simply put, the St.
Petersburg and SarasotaManatee campuses cannot
afford to be swallowed up
by Tampa — especially
not in the crucial first
year of consolidation.
Tampa is already
guaranteed 44 seats on the
system-wide senate, leaving
USF St. Petersburg and
Sarasota-Manatee with only
nine and seven, respectively.
If the SG presidency
goes to a Tampa student,
you can expect that supreme
court and key executive
posts — all appointed by
the new president — will be
dominated by Tampa, too.
Geographically, the St.
Petersburg campus is the
“happy medium” between USF
Tampa and Sarasota-Manatee.
Our campus is 35 miles and
a long bridge away from USF
Tampa. For a Tampa-based SG
president to lead effectively,
they must be willing to
make that drive often — an
unrealistic expectation for St.
Petersburg, and even more
so for Sarasota-Manatee.
But first, some backstory.
One candidate for SG

president, Peter Radulovic,
is also running for campus
governor of USF Tampa. In a
gubernatorial debate Feb. 19,
Radulovic said: “My vision
is that the governor would be
an advocate for this campus
on its own... The closer the
power is to home, the better,”
according to The Oracle, USF
Tampa’s student newspaper.
If Radulovic is advocating
for his own campus as a
gubernatorial candidate,
how can he be trusted to
keep the smaller campuses’
best interests in mind as
the system-wide president
of Student Government?
Another presidential ticket
from Tampa has only been on
the ballot since Feb. 23. Claire
Mitchell and running mate
Gustavo Spangher apparently
joined the race 30 hours
before the presidential debate,
according to The Oracle.
The swift shakeup came
after Yusuf Fattah — who
was running for president
— decided to drop out of
the race, leaving his running
mate as the new presidential
candidate. Mitchell quickly
named Spangher as her
new running mate.
And that wasn’t the only
last-minute change of plans,
either. Radulovic initially
tapped Guy Dayhoff as his
running mate in both the
presidential and gubernatorial
races. But on Feb. 23,
Radulovic added Thomas
Knudsen to his presidential
ticket after Dayhoff learned
he was ineligible to run,
The Oracle reported.
It is unclear if Radulovic
has found another running mate
for his gubernatorial campaign
on the Tampa campus.
Their initiatives
Martindale and Henderson’s
“4 All” platform has four
pillars: for students, for
consolidation, for health
and for the environment.
For students, they want to
establish a “first-generation
college student transition
program,” where students
would be admitted into a
six-week summer program
to “help with acclimation
into the campus environment
and academia,” according
to the campaign’s website.
They also want to establish
an SG scholarship expansion
program with funding from SG
fundraising events and “other
avenues,” set up early syllabus
viewing and limit how much
money candidates can spend
on campaigning — presidential
at $2,500, gubernatorial at
$1,500 and senatorial at $500.
For consolidation, the
pair promises to “veto any
budgetary recommendations
that jeopardize funding of
the smaller campuses.”
They want to establish a
trolley system to transport
students to and from each

campus; allow students to
speak with academic advisers
from other campuses; and
start a biweekly “One USF”
podcast in which executive
cabinet members would
interview students and teachers
to “promote unity and identity
in the ‘One USF’ model.”
For the environment, the
duo has promised to sign an
executive order on their first
day in office to “not collaborate
with or use products from
unsustainable corporations.”
The pair would also like to
put ORCA food biodigesters
on all three campuses, establish
a “green gardening fund”
to promote SG gardening
events and launch a “net zero
fund” to create strategies
that would achieve carbon
neutrality by 2050.
For health, Martindale and
Henderson are advocating
for a reconciliation program
that would allow students to
complete educational training
for drug and alcohol use if
they’re first-time offenders,
“instead of these mistakes
being permanently placed
on their student record.”
They also want to provide
free menstrual products
and extend the amount
of counseling sessions
available to students for a
small fee of $10 to $20.
They’d also establish a
student health committee
to “ensure that all students
are in the correct state
to succeed at USF.”
Their SG records
Martindale and Henderson
are the only ticket in
which both candidates are
current members of SG.
Martindale, who serves as
St. Petersburg’s chief legal
officer, was elected as a senator
in fall 2018. Henderson joined
the executive branch of SG
as its director of marketing
and design in fall 2019.
They are also the only
ticket that has visited all three
campuses in the USF system,
according to The Oracle.
But the ticket isn’t
completely free of controversy.
In a letter to the editor on
Jan. 27, former SG senator
Chase Cooley pointed out
that two senate applicants
for midterm elections in
October were accepted after
the statutory deadline.
Cooley said his request
for a trial through the SG
supreme court was denied
because the “Chief legal officer
(Martindale) determined that
since the statute in question
does not explicitly state
candidates have to be refused,
there was no violation.”
In an interview with
The Crow’s Nest on Feb.
25, Martindale stood
by that decision.
“There’s nothing in the
statute that says you cannot
run,” he said. “It does not make

you ineligible. Case closed.”
He added that enforcing
strict guidelines “doesn’t
show inclusivity from
Student Government.”
“We want as much
involvement as possible,”
Martindale said.
In April 2019, Martindale
sponsored “memos of
impeachment” targeting
members of St. Petersburg’s
SG supreme court. The
memos accused five justices of
mishandling a trial by acting
unethically and unfairly.
“The reasoning behind
that was in terms of
legality. It made sense,”
Martindale says now. “But
I was a naive freshman.
I was inexperienced.”
The move was countered
by then-SG senator Naya
Payne, who filed his own
memorandum of impeachment
against Martindale and
the co-sponsors of his
impeachment memo, Veronica
Jimenez and Zoe Dukas.
Payne also moved to
impeach the senate president,
the SG vice president and
the chief legal officer.
Payne accused Martindale,
Dukas and Jimenez of
attempting to impeach the
judicial branch “out of
personal reasons and out of
hatred.” He accused the others
of conspiring with the senators
to impeach the judicial branch.
Payne’s effort failed,
and the whole episode
gave SG a black eye.
“Everyone makes
mistakes,” Martindale says
now. “You shouldn’t just
be banned from Student
Government or impeached
right away… That was
a huge mistake on my
part, to just jump straight
into impeachment.”
When asked what he would
do if a similar situation arose
under his administration,
Martindale responded:
“I think it would’ve
been really helpful if we
all just had an emergency
meeting… I don’t think much
of that would’ve happened
if we were all in one room
and had talked about it.”
You won’t find a
presidential ticket with
a spotless record.
However, Martindale
and Henderson’s knowledge
of consolidation and
demonstrated commitment
to the branch campuses
make them the best option
for president and vice
president of a consolidated
Student Government.
We hope you will vote
for the ticket that will ensure
USF St. Petersburg and
USF Sarasota-Manatee are
not forgotten after July 1.
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Opinion: Why you should vote Campos-Castle
By Andrea Campos and
Zay Castle
Junior environmental science
and policy major and junior
political science major
rodriguezcam@mail.usf.edu
and isaiahcastle@mail.usf.edu

B

reaking news that you
most likely already
know: This election is
going to be very important. In
case you don’t know why, next
year will be the first time in
history that USF St. Petersburg
will have a governor and
lieutenant governor leading
Student Government.
You all, the student body,
will be presented with a choice
to fill these positions. This
choice will be between the
ideals and themes you would
like our USF St. Petersburg
community to embody. Our
campaign has gone around
campus for the past two weeks
and talked to a countless
number of students: commuters,
residents, first-years,
seniors, black, white, Asian,
Hispanic, gay and straight.
Some of the common
things that we heard from
all of them have been issues
that our campaign has been
pushing since the day we began:
progress over pride. Facing the
future over rehashing the past.
Compassion over aggression.
Inspiration over fear.
These are just some of
the things you would be
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Andrea Campos (left) and Zay Castle.

supporting when you vote
for Campos-Castle.
You would be voting
for seasoned, experienced
leadership with the knowledge
to do the daily tasks required
of the position, while also
voting for new, fresh,
innovative ideals that will
continue the progression
of our university.
You would be voting for
a ticket that is unified in its
thinking and is not afraid

to stand up and speak for
what they believe in.
You would be voting for
candidates that listen and work
on behalf of the students. You
would be voting for a ticket
that has a deep, personal
desire to increase and promote
diversity on our campus.
You would be voting for
candidates who will be on
the front lines protecting our
campus’ beautiful environment
and will check anyone who

attempts to harm it.
You would be voting for
candidates who will be your
No. 1 advocate for things
that directly affect students’
lives, such as tuition and
meal plan costs, parking
accessibility and increasing
awareness for academic and
professional development
opportunities across campus.
But most importantly, you
would be voting for candidates
who won’t simply be loud and

angry about the issues we have
to overcome, but will work
together with the rest of Student
Government, put their feet to the
pavement and get things done.
That is what you will
be voting for when you
vote Campos-Castle as
your first governor and
lieutenant governor from
March 2 through 5.
We hope to have
your support, and as
always… Go Bulls!

Opinion: Why you should vote Hatz.-Jimenez

By Jonathon Hatzistefanou
and Veronica Jimenez
Junior and sophomore
political science majors
jonathonhatz@mail.usf.edu
and vjimenez4@mail.usf.edu

I

n deciding to run, Veronica
and I fully understood
the enormous burden
we were choosing to carry
— both in running and in
potentially being USF St.
Petersburg’s first governor
and lieutenant governor
under a new constitution and
under a consolidated USF.
However, while it may be
an enormous responsibility, it
is simultaneously a duty. For
any representative to fulfill
his or her purpose — that
purpose being to represent
the student body’s interests
in all respects — they must
first recognize the occupation
of chief executive as a duty.
If the executive does
not understand the job of
governor or president to be
inherently grounded in a
duty to the student body, the
executive has already failed
in fulfilling their purpose.
This failure is reflected in
our Student Government in
a plethora of cases — some
infamous for themes of
drama and revenge, others
shrouded in obscurity for the
routineness of occurrence.
The impeachment scandal
of last spring resulted from
self-righteous individuals
who were driven by the
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Veronica Jimenez (left) and Jonathon Hatzistefanou.

imperative of social justice that
appears to spread cancerously
throughout any college
campus it finds a home.
The personal agendas of
those offended by tweets
whose subject matter is
completely separate from the
daily operations of Student
Government have no place in
determining the functionality
of a student organization meant
to represent the student body.
Nor do unmotivated, selfinterested individuals only

occupying their position of
leadership by happenstance
and for the benefit of their
résumé have any business
tarnishing the reputation of
Student Government through
an inability to properly
execute their duties and
subsequently resigning.
Any Student Government
worth its salt will immediately
recognize such instability as
first and foremost unacceptable,
and secondly will resolve to
immediately remedy such

institutional ailments in the
whole of their capacity. Any
Student Government that does
not do so is not one worthy of
being your representatives.
Simply running for this
office is a privilege, and
not one that Veronica and
I take lightly. To hold the
office of governor is not only
a privilege, but a duty.
By electing a governor
and lieutenant governor who
have the experience in Student
Government to efficiently

execute daily duties without
struggle; who wholeheartedly
recognize the fundamental
afflictions which bog down
a proper execution of
responsibility to the students;
and who understand the nature
of the office to be one founded
in a duty to the students and
their interests, you will be
doing yourself and your fellow
students a great service.
For this, Veronica and
I ask for your vote on
March 2 through 5.
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Pups provide kisses and photo
op to benefit nonprofit

By Gabby Dacosta
Contributor

A

photo booth, donated
dog toys and sweet
kisses from puppies
filled the University Student
Center with smiles as the
USF St. Petersburg Puppy
Raisers Club hosted a puppy
kissing booth on Feb. 25.
The club sold dog toys
and ran a photo booth to
raise money for the nonprofit
Southeastern Guide Dogs
to name a puppy in honor
of the club’s founding
advisor. The organization
relies purely on donations
to train guide dogs for
veterans and people with
visual impairments.
The nonprofit relies
on the help of fewer
than 1,000 volunteers
across seven states.
Mackenzie Shaw, a
freshman biology major,
brought 7-month-old puppy
Nicholas to the kissing
booth. Shaw has been
raising Nicholas for more
than two months. Through
training, Shaw and other
puppy raisers learn how to
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Tabitha Everitt, a freshman education major, tries to get a kiss from Nicholas — a black lab
training to one day be a guide and service dog — during the puppy kissing booth hosted by
the Puppy Raisers Club on Feb. 20.

teach their puppies basic
commands, impulse control
and other skills needed to be
a guide dog in the future.
“I would love to do this
as a career,” Shaw said.
“Working with animals has

always been my passion.”
She said it’s “amazing”
that she’s able to get the
experience of working with
animals while in college.
She said she benefits in
many ways from learning

about the training and the
work that contributes to
the “gratifying” feeling of
raising a guide dog that will
help someone in need.
Alexis Schlueter, a
senior biology major, has

been the president of the
club for three years.
“The fact that I can
volunteer my time, my
money and my energy
to dogs and be able to
give back to a person
and change their life is
incredible,” she said.
Schlueter has been
puppy-sitting 1-year-old
C.W., who she brought to
the kissing booth. She also
raises a dog named Marty.
“It’s a good cause, and
not only does it help the
students, but the dogs
as well,” said Abigail
Bradley, coordinator of the
Office of Leadership and
Student Organizations.
Bradley said that she
has a puppy at home and
that she “loves” to see
the dogs on campus.
Bradley and others
stopped by the booth to
pet, play with and receive
kisses from the puppies.
“It’s amazing,” said
Winnie Zheng, a senior
biology major. “I just
came out of an exam, so
I really needed this.”

St. Pete goes punk at annual flea market

Story by Edyn Gottlieb
Photos by Leanna Doolittle
Contributor

T

he usually quiet streets
were lively as people
filed in and out of the
neighborhood record store.
On Feb. 29, Planet Retro
Records opened its doors, and
punk culture flooded the streets.
About 20 vendors set up tents
and joined the Punk Flea Market
festivities from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
at 226 Dr. M.L.K. Jr St. N.
Some of the vendors included
vegan hot dogs from Nah Dog
Hot Dog Cart, comics from
Monkeys Fighting Robots and
a huge selection of T-shirts.
Live music was performed
throughout the day, and drinks
were available for those over 21.
The surrounding buildings were
covered with a variety of murals
from different artists as attendees
filed in and out of the booths.
Mathew Ginzio, owner
of St. Petersburg Popcorn
Company, attended the Punk
Rock Flea Market for the first
time. Since his store does
not have a physical location,
these events are important for
the gourmet popcorn-maker
because it gives him a place to
let customers try his products.
“Everybody is having a
good time,” Ginzio said.“It’s
just a really good vibe.”
Amanda K. Olexen —
owner of the hair bow store,
The Girl That Ate Suburbia
— said she has attended the
Punk Rock Flea Market every

year since its inception and
has no intention of stopping.
“I love it here because it is
a fun crowd and there are a lot
of dogs,” Olexen said. “I would
come back just for the dogs.”
In addition to the variety of
vendors, Planet Retro Records
was open for business with a
plethora of records, stickers
and patches. Planet Retro
Records lets patrons buy, sell
and trade records. Records can
be purchased for as cheap as $5,
with stickers and patches going
for $2 and $3, respectively.
Although the event
drew to a close at around 5
p.m., some people straggled
behind, soaking up what
was left of the festivities.

Some punk rockers spent their leap day at Planet Retro Records, 226 Dr. M.L.K. Jr St. N.

In addition to the variety of vendors, Planet Retro Records
was open for business with a plethora of records, stickers
and patches.

Live music was performed throughout the day, and drinks
were available for those over 21.

